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2. The report includes the following information:

a. Forced labor camps: Living conditions, medical care, work methods,
personnel, procedures for release and rehebilitation, and improvements
in camp conditions since the death of Stalin are described.

b. Construction of railroads and industrial installations: This section
contains general informstion on construction of the Tayshet-Bodayho
Railroad, including brief reference to bridge construction acrcss the
Angarae River at Bratsk (N 56-102, E 101-40) and across the Chuna River
near Tayshet (N 55-57, E 98-02). Also referred to are heavy industrial
construction on the Vykhorevka River; construction of a harbor, power
plant, warehouses, and a plant for the production and maintenance of
railroad engines asnd trucks at Ust-Kut (N 56-46, E 105-40); and uncon-
firmed reports of the construction of defense plants near the Lena and
Angara Rivers in Irkutsk Oblast.
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Comment: Reference paragraph 15, on 4 November 1954, Pravda
reported the completion of a section of the BAM about TOO km long, extending from
Tayshet to Ust-Kut, via Bratsk.
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1. The following infomtion refers to ‘the class of labor ca.mps
i .v:" @r\
 known as "I T,.R, " Ispravitelnﬁe Trudovpe Iager,", which is the most

common of Soviet penal 1nstitutions and in which the majority of slave

'laborors are ibterned. Of other elasses , such s the "Special camps"

i
pets ®) apd " Isolation ca.n;pa" (Polit Izolatory), it can only
M

5be said that very little is. knmm about ‘bhe prisoners' fate there, ex-
cept. that they are aub,jected to far strj,cter discipline and forbidden
to communicate ‘with me outaide world. o |
2. aime 1950 certain changes in the treatnent of prisoners in
- the campa were a.-y felt, but the :meortant modifications 5.n tho
conditions of life date from Stalin's death, and especially from the

}

£a1l of Berts. Since then speciall Sourts (anboye Sov;é-hehan{é) i

appear to have oeased their activities, and new arriVale at the camps
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‘had been senteneed by ordintry eourts end received less severe terms.
The normal five to six yee.r extension of the term shortly before the
‘ termination of the ur.tgiml untence has been abolished, as well as
:the obligation of the prisoner to settle down exclusively in the out- .
lyixk areas designated by the authorities.
|  3. Inwthe past, the dm'a‘dion of a workipg day depended in effect.
'bn the fulfillmnt of the daily quota, although regulations limited it
S (to the hours betWeeu 8:00 L.M and 6:00 P.M. At present the reg‘uletiona
are literally interpreted and there is day of rest once a week as .
well as on the national holidays. When the temperature falls below
55 degrees C. (F?) in winter, outdoor work is suspended, and the
prisonerl are employed in ’bhe workshops or with other indoor occupations.
Greater attention s peid to the prevention of work accidents ’ and the
- once high accﬂm’b zmpe has considerebly decreased in recent years.,
4e That %‘.he mp food has improved is best demonstrated by the
fact the.t pm'isgnere 'no longer scavenge garbage for anything edible,
-‘.end thefts of foodstuffs have ln'actieelly disappeared. The distribu-
tion of daily rétions depends on & mnnber of officials, such es the
accountant, the ceshier, the supply officer}, and th.e_canp'v eomnandant, i
and despite aemi;é‘muimona as to the euantitetive and qualitative
'compoeition of the meels, ‘the - food 1s still Very dull. The si‘tvation
wes, however, considerably ameliorated by the expansion of t.he chain
of *Layok" shope for groceries) and the granting of permission to re-
oeive foodlwﬁa"rcels." The daily 800 gram bread ration, supplied by the

-camp bakery, is of wery poor quality. Food parcels are openéd by camp

| 25x1 ‘
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offieials in bha proaenoe of . tha addressees, and handed over intact

. “after a thorough search for contrcband.. Ih a number oi’ cases pria- £
oners! complaints about. thefts of articles from their parcels resulted' )
in inveatigat;l.ond, cnd the complainants vere subsequent]y informed ,‘

- that wardem had beon found guilty and sentenced to two years' im-

| prisomment, There 18 no longer a lack of tobacco, as "Makhorka" is
available in unlimited quantities at the shops. dnother sign of the
improved food *uituation is the decreased nunber of scurvy cases.

5. Nofeabl'e' chenges have been ih‘tro&uced with regard to prlsoners‘z )
‘clothing, a swbject which the authoritiea formerly almost ignored. At
present “there is an issuc of u complete set of winter clothes,

- including gloves, hat, and shoes, ‘as well as .of bed sheets, blankets,
mattresael, and cushlcns. Coafs bear distinctive markings in various
colors in ordcr to diaoouuge esoape. The value of lost articles is
deducted from the prisonarn' pay. : | v. R

6. vThe prisonars' barraoks were in the most mserable condition: S

roofa leal:;c; the floors were covered with ice in vinter » there were
no aanitary inatallations, and the place was crawling with vermin.

At present convicts are accommodated in standa:rd huts with & 50 - 54
person capacity, though the number of occupents ia usually lesa in _. ”
practice.n Thefo aré four men to a cot, and two priaoners are. detailed
for cleaning up every day. S:Lnoe 1954 Fl‘isoners at Angarskie Ii T.R.
are isaued a sufficient a.mount of coal to keep their hutp ‘wax:ﬁm:h ’Cox;-“' B

., victs emploxod in the adminiatration and as craftsmen are housed s

sepantely and enjoy bet‘bor liv:lng facilities. New arnivals,z ‘on the

25X1
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other hand, heve to cenatruet their huts themselves, and are conge-
quently obliged to spend their nights in the open until t”ne completion‘
of the work. Prisoners in trensit have to undergo even greater hard-
| shipsx locked up in overcrowded railway trucks, their rations consist
 of bread, 1ard, and salt fish, without any hot meels ‘and in many cases
without drink throughout a joﬁrney which mey - take days.
7; The prisoners' stete of heslth has considerably improved with
the changes in food supply and the issue of clothing and linen, and
the mortality rate has proportionally deoreesed " There ere, moreover, ’
‘ fewer cases of typhus since the dietribution of soap and insectioides
was introduced to the camps. : 'l‘he regulation which rrovides for the
‘washing of olothes every ten daye ie generally observed, and each » :
prisoner is given the opportunity of‘ deily e'blutione. The sanitary
seetion is commanded by an officer. The medical staff, however, is
comprised comp&etely of prisoners. In the past, the medical officer's
Principal tesk consieted in meintaining the prisoners' state of health ‘
at a level thet permitted their being certified as fit for work, which
did not exempt even those suffering from serious complaints. At pre-

sent, doctors may declare weak or ill prisoners wnfit for duty without

considering the exigencies of work, and greater care in general is

taken to preserve the immates! health. If enybody reports sick at the ’
PO morning parade ("r_e_@_r_ ) and is declared unfit for work by the medical

officer, not even the camp ooxmander may reverse the decision. Patients

receive treatment at the camp hospital, ",w_hoee standard is comparable to

25X1
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that of ordinary institutions“dnctnefcountryivend'serious cases
are transferred to the central‘yqspital yhich ds & camp in itself,
With reference to hospital equdrﬁbnt and the‘suppiy of drugs,‘con-
ditions in Angarsk e I.T.R. are setisfactory. Patients?are treatede
with penicillin and, An some case, streptomycin. Formerly, when
convicts arrived-at the camps in e state of complete exhaustion,
doctors were unable_to help, for lack of food and equd;mmnt, and had
to watch the spreading of typhus and deaths from malnutrition, once a
most frequent occurrence in all camps. At that time, prisoners re-
garded the hospital merely as a place to die in peace. 4lthough there
is at present still room for,improvements, the situation in this field
is'considerably better than in forﬁer yesars. |
Hork Method |

8. 1In 1950 the mKhongEchct" method was introduced in the camps,

S o
according to which ;risoners are paid for their wcrk at the same rate

3

as free employees in the identical occupation. After deduction of the
total cost of the prisoner's maintenance and medical care, his wages
are paid into an account, of which he may dispose as he thinks fit.
Daily wages average 18 rubles, thus corresponding to the earnings of
an ordinary unskilled worker. Prisoners are. entitled to receive 1n- ‘
formation about the balance of their accounts at all.times. Those re-
1eased in 1954 left the camp with an averege of a few hundred rubles”

in their possession‘

9. One of the most important changes effected during recent yeeref

concerns the limitation of thefcamp‘commander's authority, Which"was pre;'

viously practically absolute. Commandantshnow abstain from abusing

LT ] :
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prisoners, cases of outright violence ‘have become very nare, and measures
of p1mishment have 'become less severo. -The tradi‘hionel methods of beat-
ings, withholding cq shortening of rations, exposure to the cold, and -
overwcrk have beenr either abol?.shed or ‘were. transferred to the prrosecu- -

‘ Pronsy o
. :tw‘s (Prokur authbr;!ty . Prisoners are entitled to complain at the ‘_

, ‘.ﬁatate Attorney's office, and feel that this right is influencins the
- camp cf.ficialu' behavicr towards them.
R " y
| 10, Vith ra.re vexceptions,k ‘rrisoners are at present uncondition—
ally released u!'ter ‘the termination of their sentences. Releasge pro- |
, cedures are carried out in.a transit ca.mp, ‘to which the prisoner is
dispatched tm-be days betore the date of his discherge. The treatment
: and conditions of these transit camps ere satisfactory. The prisoner
- informa the comandant of his :Lntendsd place of residence, which must
| exclude: MOScow, Len:l.ngrad, any of the state capitals, and frontier
. .arees, Ha receives & railway ticket free of charge, as well as 800
grams of bread, 100 grams of salt fish, and 20 grams of gugar for each
"cay of travel. On leaving the transit cemp the ex-convict is igsued a
certificate ("SEavka") containing his personal particulars, the section
of the law :!.n accordance to which. he had been detained, and the length
of his sentenco._ Thd,s document serves as his means of identificaticn
until the issuance of an ordinary identity card.
11, Vhenever the M V.D, is about to arrest a P&rtynember, the cell
Seu‘etax‘y of the suspect is ﬁrst informed and has subsequently to be

present 1n,crdsr to receive thc, accused's membership card, which may
| 25X1

£
¥ PRI PEF O

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/16 : CIA-RDP80T00246A032200300001-0




| o Sanmzed Copy Approved for Release 2()32{62&@? CIA- DP80T00246A032200300001 0
e | ! =

25X1

:: _’ ::~.‘_‘ 7 =
not be handed to any other person‘-; Other personal documents are
‘ kept at the archiveg of the. M.V.D and are returned to the ex-convict ’
NG E at 'his reguest after his rgleaeen. This is achieved by submitting a
- written appliqation to the M.V, D. at hie place of residence ; the re-
leased dom;lments do not however, include the former identity card.
Those whose sohtenoe ineluded forfeittn'e oi' civil rights ("f’oregh_evr'xiz
/V* m ) for a certa;in length of time or for life, do not regain_ their
, ‘fmilitary reserve booklet either, a8 they may not serve with the armed .
forces, vote, nor ocoupy any ‘public office. |
| 12, m ﬁrst tesks oonfronting the ex-conviet at his plaoe of
reaidoﬁoe aro to gain poeeesaion of an identity oard end ‘to register
a8 a.n inhebitant.- In order to achieve the fomr, he has to submit a - ;
o Y | »eopy of hia oamp oortifﬂo‘%q, a apecial form tor thia - purpose with )
o Vthreo pho’ﬁokdpha, end tﬁo sum 6f three rublea to the polioe. Tho f'
e identity ‘eard s’ mpsa t.hr« d8ys later, and on this oooaaion the * .
T a o recipdent hao to sigﬁ hia name at the appro;riate place oft’ the docu- ,.
| ment in the ;roaenoe of the polioe officer 1n charge. After that,the «
LR ex-conv:l.ot takee ‘the neoesury stepe for oomplying vi’l:h the ll.v, o
~ according to which every citizen has to register with the 1oca1 author—
itiea within three - deye of. hia arrival. R .For thia purpoee, he has to ,
v luhmit an application together with hie identity card, and a oertificate
l. of tho owner of hil ﬁpartment, as well ea the written agreement of* the }
house 'earden 1 "Domovaia Up'evlem:e") to the officiel in charge of the
ragiatration mﬂon of the polioe ("Naohalnik Reyonnoso U;ravlen:lfa

Pasportino‘o Stole") It the latter offers no objeotions a special

form, - which is on sale at every kiosk, is filed, and the applicant'a "

e R 3‘
St R s
N TR
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‘name 1s entered into the house register. His new eddrees is put into L

his identity. cera as well as & etamp bearing the word "Propieen"
"(registerod)c o o At R S ~
13. 'In the event that permission of residence is withheld, the
applicant may direct his requeet to a higher authority, such aa mhe
‘ :directm' of the town registration department ("Nachalnik Gorodskogo
Otdeleni} Ilprevlen# Peqpqrtno‘c Stoh") » and eventuslly 40 the oblast
registrar. If the original decieion is not reversed by the letter, the
applicant has no choice but to leave the town
1. Only ctter the ex-convict is in poseeeeien of an identity
card and hee been regietered may he stert his search ‘for work, since
he vill have to snchr inquiries on this subject at. every enterprise.
Vacancies are published ‘at the information office ("Reklamb’uro"), the
registration euthority, and at the notice boards of plants Applicants
are interviewed by personnel managers ("Inspektori Pokadram") and heve
to euhnit [} curriculm vitae and any documerits certifying former occu-
pation, as well as to produce their identity cerd. Ex-convicts fre- ‘
vquently encounter difficulties at their first- attempts to f£ind work,
| s.nd are entitled to appeal to the local M.V.D. for their interVention.

o

4t least one- such eppeal is known to have been euceeseful
L LDATEe

| 15.' Th&“ énnteh of Angarski.e I.T. R. were meinly employed on the |
oonstruction of the railway line which connects Ta?shet with &-atek, on
| the Angare river, Zeyarsk and Ust—xut on the Iena, The total length of ‘
B this line is BOO,kilometere. Work at the other end was sizmltaneously

!

“«dterted in Bodaybo, the center of the gold mines and was to meet the

25X1
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first tean in Ust—Kt;t The project reportedly forms part of the
trana~Siberian railroad which terminates at the port of chetskaya
Gavan. The conatruction 'team starting from Bodaybo wes entirely
composed of soldiers, and did not ccmp:riae amf convicts. ‘

16. Work on the project, %riginally initiated in 1937 was
interrupted in 1940 and resmd 1n{ 1947. Meord:lng to pla.ns, the
line is to. be handed over to the rcilvay cnthor:lt:lea in 1956. The

project cclls for two pairs of raﬂc, but cnly a ainglc line e;;isted
in 1954. | o | :
17. Some 20,000 priccnora were,brcught to. Tc]{chct»in 1947, and

,J

with the progrccc of work in tho d:lrection cf Brctsk the camp atafr i
moved therc 111 1948, a‘nd to Zeyarck and Ust-xut 1& 1950 and 1952 ’
o rcapect:!.vc].y The construction of the line neccss:ltited the COnstrméf
' tion of two hridgecz | ,
* An iron bridge of 1.5 km length across thc Angara, ct
,Btttsk :
e ‘ ) C.HUHAGN SR
b A30m 1ong iron btridge qyer the Cherna, located at
kilw 101, east of T het. ""‘“"" .
A pover station and a plant for ‘the manuract&e of loccmdtives and
railvay trucks were set up on the banks of the V. woﬁrgﬁﬂlo- B
meter 271. o ‘ s
Jro 18, In 1950, tbree brigadec of 800 pr:lsonera each, mcved tc Ust- -
Kut for the purpose of bullding ‘a ha.rhor there. The construction of -a f :
,power stction, a plant t‘or thc production and maintenance of railway |
- Mngines amd tru&s, #nd a number of large &tord hcusea was conpleted
in 1952. thandcrd wooden huts vere put up near the atct:.ons at Uat—

..‘ ‘. oo .
Kut, Zayarsk, Bratsk, amininh-iinu-hmﬁmmaﬂmbion of 2,000 people

Ot&m. J 25X1
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at each of thne plaees. - - |
19 According ‘bo unconfirmed reporta N 1arge defenae plants
; have been erqotoa« ngw the Lam and ingara rivers in ‘the District of

Irkutak.
Pergopalitien |
| 20, The folloving persomalities at the Augarskie I.T.R. vers

'vknown:‘ . . g i

8. Ivanov (fm\)a

“

b Tmririfen

- :c. Logvinypk (fm),

CSECRET
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